
                 

 

 

NEWSLETTER         JANUARY 2017 

 
EVENTS 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

"IT IS NOT TOO LATE"  
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Prague, January 17th – 18th 2017. 
It is not too Late Conference, organized by RomPraha, 

was an opportunity to share at EU level all the best 

initiatives taken at local level to foster school inclusion of 
Roma children and evaluate their replicability and 

trasferibility and to contribute to orient public policies 
towards a more effective integration. The most 

interesting were the contributions of experts from 

different regions and countries who discussed good 
practices. They continuously raised new ideas on what 

could be used in the home environment as well, and vice 
versa. 

More info 
 

 

GENDER ISSUES IN ROMA INTEGRATION 
“The man can be the head of the Roma family, but the 
woman is the neck that turns the head’’ 
Martina Horváthová is a part of the Roma women group 

Manushe, which has 280 members. The aim of the group 

is better education of the Roma population, especially 
children and women, female emancipation and their 

awareness that their work is important and vital to the 
future of their children. Martina Horváthová presented a 

study on Roma women, which had been conducted by 
themselves and she gave us some interesting results. It 

might be surprising, but women are mostly those who 

make decisions in Roma families, while in many examples 
both parents are, and only in 7% just the men. The study 

notes that Roma women are those who maintain social 
contacts with all sides of society, including teachers, 

doctors, social workers, the local community, and all 

institutions important for families. Women are therefore 
recognized as possible bringers of necessary change.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

http://projectpal.eu/campaigns/it-is-not-too-late/
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Pro-active Roma Coordinator in local government 

Subotica, Serbia 
Subotica , 24th December 2016 

 
Before the New Year holidays, Mr. Stevan Nikolic, the first 

appointed Roma Coordinator in the city of Subotica 
(Serbia), animated the local government representatives to 

visit several kindergartens in the local community attended 

mostly by Roma children. The children were enthusiastic to 
have received packets that were crayons, markers, 

notebooks…  
In Subotica, 81 Roma children attend pre-school program, 

which is mandatory, he said, on this occasion, Nikolić, 

adding that it is very important for the Roma community to 
ensure that children were ready to go in the first grade of 

primary school. 
We are currently working on the preparation of the Local 
Action Plan within which most of the areas of Roma 
inclusion will be incorporated - said Stevan Nikolic. 
 

 
 
  Project for fostering local dialogue by artistic 

workshops in Hungary  
The ongoing project of Autonomia Foundation aims to 

strengthen the local communities by art-based 

programmes. The target group is the Roma and non-Roma 
pupils between the ages of 6 and 16 but the project takes 

effort to include  adults as well in order to involve them in 
the local activities and dialogues. It is also an important aim 

to formulate mixed groups where Roma and non-Roma 

work together. The program uses the methods of 
photography, film, drama-and forum theatre, motion, 

circus, literature/creative writing/poetry/slam poetry, story 
telling, landart, stencil, community music/conductor game. 

Read more… 

 
 

 

 
 

 

PORRAJMOS _ Remembrance day in Italy 
On the occasion of Holocaust Remembrance Day, January 

27, Italy also recalls Porrajmos, extermination on racial 
grounds during the Second World War against the Roma 

population.  

Link to the news 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

http://autonomia.hu/en/programok/a-helyi-parbeszed-elosegitese-roma-lakta-falvakba-uj-tipusu-muveszeti-foglalkozasok-segitsegevel/
http://www.rainews.it/dl/rainews/articoli/Run-for-mem-una-maratona-per-non-dimenticare-la-shoa-1083fe71-b667-4d25-afea-73046f21d69d.html?refresh_ce


 

 

 
 

 

Greece – Seminars and conferences on Roma 
integration 

An experiential - interactive Workshop entitled "Diversity as a 

source of knowledge" was held on December 6, 2016, in 
Larisa, to strengthen coexistence and acceptance between 

Roma and non-Roma communities, by creating 
communication channels and exchange of good practices. 

The workshop was attended by the Vice-Regional 
Commissioner of Thessaly, Mr. Christos KALOMPATSIOS as 

well as other officials of the Region, of the Municipalities of 

Larissa and Sofades, professionals from the field of 
education and members of social care units of the Social 

Protection Centre of the Thessaly Region. In the workshop, 
Ombudsmen took part and local Roma Associations were 

represented.  

Read more… 
 

On Tuesday, January the 10th, 2017, Ms Theano PHOTIOU, 
the Deputy Minister of Labour, Social Security and Welfare of 

Greece, invited regional representatives to a workshop to 
present the newly established “Special Secretariat for the 

Social Integration of Roma”. 

Greece actually hosts 370 Roma settlements / camps, 
divided into three categories: 

1. “Severely disadvantaged areas”: about 74 camps. 
2. "Mixed camps" with urban planning problems and 

coexistence of houses and shelters: about 180 locations. 

3. "Neighborhoods" that are in depressed areas of the urban 
fabric: about 117 settlements. 

The total Roma population in the above areas is about 
110,000 people. 

 

 
 

PROMOTION OF ROMA ACTIVITIES IN GREECE 

06/01/2017.  Project PAL and its objectives and also “It is 
not too late”     Conference was announced in a local 

newspaper of Thessaly, in Greece. Moreover, a same article 
was published on the web edition of this newspaper, called 

“Eleutheria”. Many details of the Pal Project and, especially, 

of the Conference in Prague were announced in order to 
Greek population and experts on the field of Roma 

education be informed. 
Read more… 

 

 
 

 

First roundtable took place in the premises of the 

House of the National Minorities, Czech Republic.  
20th December. Main topic "Socially excluded localities: 

cause, prevention, solution" focused on Social exclusion as 
it is becoming an increasingly serious problem in some 

parts of the Czech Republic. According to latest available 

data there are over 110 000 people living in poverty in 600 
such localities. Participants were representing various 

institutions and local players such as Office of the 
government of the Czech Republic, Magistrate of the 

Capital city of Prague or non profit organisations, experts 

and journalists.  
 

 
 

http://www.roma-ekka.gr/2016/12/06/%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B3%CE%B1%CF%83%CF%84%CE%AE%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF-%CE%B2%CE%B9%CF%89%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%BF%CF%8D-%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%B1%CE%B4%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%BF%CF%8D/
http://www.eleftheria.gr/%CE%B5%CE%BA%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%AF%CE%B4%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7/item/146135-%CF%80%CF%81%CF%8C%CE%B3%CF%81%CE%B1%CE%BC%CE%BC%CE%B1-%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%B1-%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD-%CE%B5%CE%BA%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%AF%CE%B4%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7-%CF%25
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EU COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS TO 
ROMANIA 

On November 28, 2016, UN Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights issued a report which presents the 

policies and practices on human rights, including  positive 

measures registered and policy recommendations for 
inclusion that Romania must consider. 

“The Commission is concerned that Roma continue to be 
discriminated against and subjected to widespread social 

exclusion, especially in housing, education, health and 

employment, despite numerous plans and strategies 
implemented by the Romanian State”.  

 

 
 MESSAGE BY THE EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN 

RIGHTS  

ASKING STRONGER PROTECTION OF ROMA COMMUNITIES 
On 17 January 2017, the Strasbourg Court condemned 

Hungary for breach of its obligations under Article 8 of the 
European Convention of Human Rights (right to respect 

one’s private and family life), due to its failure to adopt a 
comprehensive law-enforcement approach to anti-Roma 

demonstrations. The case originated in 2012, when an anti-

Roma demonstration was held in the town of Devecser, 
Hungary. Speeches were made following which 

demonstrators marched between houses inhabited by the 
Roma, threatening the inhabitants and engaging in acts of 

violence. The applicants, two Hungarian of Roma origin,  

complained that the authorities had failed in their 
obligations to protect them from racist threats during the 

demonstration and to conduct an effective investigation 
into the incident in breach of Article 8. 

Read more… 
Read the full judgment 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.errc.org/blog/far-right-violence-against-roma-in-hungary-victory-in-strasbourg-for-the-helsinki-committee/152
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{"appno":["10851/13"],"itemid":["001-170391"]}
https://www.google.ro/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nationalisti.ro/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/pata-rat-1.jpg.png&imgrefurl=http://www.nationalisti.ro/2014/04/integrarea-tiganilor-misiune-imposibila/&docid=doHe1rBHuPqh6M&tbnid=EFH6bYNRVqc-yM:&vet=1&w=657&h=400&bih=651&biw=1366&q=poze cu tigani din romania&ved=0ahUKEwjy2JyWgtvRAhWmPZoKHVhhB8IQMwh5KFcwVw&iact=mrc&uact=8

