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"IT ISNOT TOO LATE" INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Prague, January 17" — 18" 2017.

Link to the promotional video

More info

Next 17 and 18 January the Conference of Awareness Raising Campaign It is not too late will be held in
Prague (Czech Republic). The Conference will be an opportunity for exchanging experiences and good
practices among project partners and professionals who are active in the field of education and school
inclusion of Roma people.

More than 100 participants coming from 9 different European countries will participate.

The Conference, main event of the Campaign, will be a common space, at European level, where to share
the most important experiences in the field of preventing Roma children early school leaving,
discrimination in schools and to exchange information about the benefits of education and late-school
options.

The main goal of the conference is to provide an opportunity for the prevention of Roma children early
school leaving, discrimination in schools and information about the education benefits and late-school
options.

We believe that the conference will be the best opportunity to create a common space where professionals
and experts can work and develop collaborations and share experiences in Roma education.

Some of the topics which will be discussed are:
» The importance of official recognition of anti-Gypsyism
» Root cause of Roma marginalization
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» Promoting the human rights perspective and equal citizenship for Roma

» Various forms of discrimination and anti-Gypsyism

 Importance of sensitizing the mainstream population

» The need for Roma-integration in education and challenge segregation

« The role of the media in fighting the stereotypes and prejudices about Roma

+ Roma Youth

« Enforcement and antidiscrimination legislation, independence of equality bodies from political parties
and access to justice

LOCAL EVENTS

PARKOUR LESSONS IN REGGIO EMILIA - ITALY

Parkour lessons for Roma and non-Roma children have just started,
for the second year. Once a week, in a gym of a local parish, children
and guys from 10 to 15 are taking parkour lessons.

Last year some children were the protagonist of a successful
exhibition, which were on stage in many local theatres.

During parkour activities, Roma guys not only can spend time with
their peers, but they invest on their great physical qualities, and achieve a huge success to be shown to the
entire community.

According to parkour lovers, parkour is not only a sport, but also a social activity: playing together
becomes for children a way to learn how to respect one another, and to know their physical and mental
limits, so that they can afford better life problems.

Read more about Reggio Emilia

STUDENTS TAKE ON THE ROLE OF DIPLOMATS
1st Hellenic Model United Nations on Human Rights for high
school students

Thessaloniki, 16 -18 December 2016

The Hellenic Model United Nations on Human Rights
simulated the work of the main United Nations human rights
mechanisms. For the first time, it had Greek as a working
language and it took place with the participation only of high
school students from different parts of Greece, one of the student-groups was consisted of Roma pupils.
This important programme aims to sensitize students to issues relating to the promotion and protection of
human rights around the world, and to enable students to familiarize themselves with the observance and
implementation of the fundamental international human rights standards. The participants had the
opportunity to further understand the procedures and working methods of the simulated human rights
mechanisms and to enhance their knowledge on specific provisions enshrined in the core United Nations
human rights treaties.

In addition, the programme was an occasion for the students to develop their analytical, communication
and interpersonal skills through debate and negotiation. They learnt to listen and respect the views and
opinions of their interlocutors and to build their positions and arguments with the view to present well-
structured and convincing statements. It was an opportunity for teamwork and fruitful exchanges in the
context of a broader forum of knowledge sharing and creation of ideas.

The President of the Coordination Committee, Dr. Paroula Naskou-Perraki, Professor of International
Law and International Organisations, ad hoc judge of the European Court for Human Rights, and founder
of the Model United Nations-Thessaloniki (ThessISMUN) and F.U.N. (Friends of the United Nations),
believes that the students, through their participation in UN Models, they can better appreciate the
important work of United Nations and the progress made in the area of human rights. By educating
students all over the world in human values and rights, through initiatives and programmes, such as the
UN Models, we lay the foundations for a better future of peace and dialogue.

Within the framework of the program and while greeting, Ms. E. Kivrakidou, PAL Project Senior expert
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from ANATOLIKI S.A, presented the activities of the PAL project and mentioned to the Conference of
Awareness Raising Campaign “It is not too late” that will be held in Prague (Czech Republic) on 17-18
January 2017. She emphasized on the aim of the Prague Conference, as an opportunity for exchanging
experiences and best practices among project partners and professionals who are active in the field of
education and school inclusion of Roma people as well as in the field of preventing Roma children early
school leaving, discrimination in schools and to exchange information about the benefits of education and
late-school options. She also pointed out the main topics that will be discussed during the conference and
welcome all the participants to attend the conference and Awareness Raising Campaign.

Regarding the Programme Schedule, it started on the 16 and finished on 18 of December 2016, with a
closing ceremony and a awarding of prizes to the best speakers. The Roma team was awarded the prize of
voluntary participation. The works were carried out according to the procedure of committees operating
within the framework of international operations of the UN human rights protection.

In each Committee, 18 - 23 students participated in the debate, following the rules of the Model United
Nations- in simplified form- and there was a discussion on each issue. Students were required to express
the point of view of the country they represent giving their personal opinion as well.

More info

SOCIAL INNOVATION IN THE BASQUE COUNTRY

Innobasque has been contacted by the European Commission’s Social
Innovation Europe (SIE) initiative in order to analyse the social innovation
scene in the Basque Country. The results of this study have been published
on the SIE website. As the largest social innovation community in Europe,
its purpose is to show what is happening in Europe in this field, why this is
the case and who the main players are.

The report “Social Innovation in the Basque Country” shows that social innovation fits into the Euskadi
2020 Science, Technology and Innovation Plan, which aims to make the Basque Country more
competitive by tapping into its innovation ecosystem. The Science, Technology and Innovation Plan
addresses social innovation as a cross-cutting priority related to the opportunity to provide a structured,
holistic response to the challenges faced by the Basque Country such as employment, ageing and
education. “Science and technology play an important role in these processes but they need to be
combined with a large dose of social innovation in order to facilitate the necessary changes in behaviour
and get people and communities involved in the search for shared solutions,” says the report.

With regards to the Social Innovation Strategy for the Basque Country outlined in the Science,
Technology and Innovation Plan, it has been suggested that its aim is to build a network with European
programmes, promote specific programmes and acknowledge the existence of social innovations. The
strategy is based on the following principles:

1. Assessing and comparing social innovations and measuring their results in terms of social and
economic impact

2. Promoting good practices to emphasis the value of social innovation in the Basque Country

3. Supporting initiatives which are linked to social entrepreneurship and collaboration

4. Promoting participation in European projects which enable the Basque Country to cement its
reputation as a hub for social innovation in Europe.

As a result, Innobasque is working to get "other" agents from the social sphere involved in the Basque
Science, Technology and Innovation Network and the new structure for governance which is related to the
Basque Country’s regional policy on innovation, partly in order to be able to respond to the new shared
challenges which are listed in the RIS3 Strategy for Smart Specialisation. One example of this is the
creation of Basque Social Innovation (BSI), which aims to integrate and coordinate the Basque social
innovation system and work on its connection with the Basque Science, Technology and Innovation
Network.

Read the English version
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EARLY AND FORCED MARRIAGES AMONG ROMA POPULATION — WORKSHOP IN
SLOVENIA

On 28th November 2016, instead of the announced workshop for young Roma girls in the offices of the
Roma Association for Dolenjska, the Roma girls in attendance (less than 10) decided to join in a
discussion. The meeting dealt with the taboo of Roma society - early and forced marriages - that concerns
them all in the first place. The President of the Roma Association for Dolenjska, Bogdan Mikli¢, clearly
stated: "This is not a part of Roma culture! This must be the result of many years of still existing
segregation and discrimination.” Tragically, Roma girls give birth younger
and younger. In one example, the mother was nine years old. Examples of
forced marriages are found in Ljubljana, but in Novo mesto, Krsko and
Crnomelj we mostly discuss early marriages. Reasons for the situation are
many, among them also the new social media, parents, institutions and
youngsters, who don’t know much about sex and consequences. Police
deny complaints about not reacting because they have limited jurisdiction.
The workshop was implemented by DRPD NM.

PRESENTATION PAL PROJECT IN LOCAL EVENT - ROME,
ITALY

Consorzio Innopolis attended a local event in Rome, Italy. The event was
organized to present an inquiry about the situation of Roma minors in the
Italian judicial system (Chains of exclusion) and to present a cultural
association called New Romalen. During the event (attended by about 40
people) Consorzio Innopolis staff presented PAL project, with particular stress on It is not too Late
Conference and Awareness Raising Campaign.

Link to FB page

ARTICLES

EU-MIDIS I

MINORITIES AND DISCRIMINATION SURVEY (EU-MIDIS 11)
BY EU FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AGENCY

Secons Elmpenn Unfon Minorities Information collected from almost 34,000 persons living in Roma

and Discrimination Survey

Romo = Solected fiadiogs households in nine European Union (EU) Member States and from
nearly 8,000 face-to-face interviews with Roma derived
disconcerting results. This survey was conducted as part of the
agency’s commitment to collect and publish data on groups not

covered in gene

ral population surveys. It is the third survey of the Fundamental Rights Agency with a focus on

Roma.

Based on this survey, FRA published a report with selected findings. This report highlights

persisting barriers to employment, education, housing and health services. It also reveals that
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four out of 10 Roma surveyed felt discriminated against at least once in the past five years — yet

only a fraction pursued the incident.

These findings can serve as a valuable resource to enable policy-making which ensures equal

treatment for Roma people.

Read the complete report

Roma or Gypsies? Where did they originate?

Roma, Gypsies or Sinti... So many words, for a race, the origin of which
was a mystery and only in recent centuries was clarified.

This article draws the origin of Roma people and their way to Europe,
centuries ago.

The Queen of Gypsy Music passed away

The "nightingale" of gypsy music of Balkans, Esma Retzepova, died
yesterday in Skopje, at the age of 73, after a short illness. The "Queen of
Gypsy Music", a title that was attributed to her at a festival in India, left
an indelible imprint on the musical scene. She was among the first people
who sang in Romani language and established a long career. Over five
decades, she was always fighting strongly against racism and any kind of
prejudice.

Read more
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